 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Portland Road & Clarendon Forum

22nd March 2010, 10am

Salvation Army, Conway Street, Hove

Present

David Allen


The Trust for Developing Communities

Georgina Basset

BHCC Community Skills and Learning

Cllr Melanie Davis

BHCC

Mark Drayton


Affinity Sutton

Kaye Duerdoth

The Trust for Developing Communities

Cllr Garry Peltzer Dunn
BHCC

Cllr Ayas Fallon-Khan 
BHCC

Ron Gurney


Ingram Crescent Neighbourhood Watch

Douglas Hayter

Salvation Army

Michelle Hayter

Salvation Army

Cllr Ted Kemble

BHCC

Martin Lawrence

Hove Business Association

PCSO Martina Mindekova
Sussex Police

Kevin Moore


SPARKS
Cllr Brian Oxley

BHCC

PCSO Nick Packham 

Sussex Police

Rev. Stephen Terry

Aldrington Parishes

Sam Warren


BHCC Neighbourhood Co-ordinator

Jane White


BHCC, Lavender St.
Becky Wilkinson

Communities Against Drugs

Jill Brookes
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David welcomed everyone to the meeting and congratulated Kaye Duerdoth on her recent appointment as Deputy Chief Executive of The Trust for Developing Communities.
1.
Apologies

Apologies had been received from Jim Buttimer, Cllr Denise Cobb, Pat Miles, Anita Ransley and Marion Silsby.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting

2.1
Accuracy

The minutes were approved.

3.
Matters Arising from the last meeting

3.1
Litter signs in Wish and Stoneham Parks
Ted Kemble will chase this up again.

3.2
Support for Mums and Carers
David reported that in the absence of Marion Silsby’s update, he was not aware of any progress on pursuing this at a ‘community response’ level since the last meeting, but that he would follow this up.
3.3
Healthy Neighbourhoods Fund
£400 remained unallocated. It had not been possible to fund a suitable activity round mental health workshops but David had established that we were able to roll the £400 over to next year.

4.
Round Robin

Jill Brookes had attended the Community Safety Forum. The Police had reported that crime figures overall were down and had presented their draft Divisional Policing Plan for 2010/11. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the London Road LAT had given a very interesting presentation showing how they were focusing on tackling the problems of anti-social behaviour around York Place.  The Borough Commander gave a presentation detailing the work of the Fire and Rescue Service, highlighting in particular the initiative to do with preventative work.

Melanie Davis had chaired a meeting of the Clarendon LAT where the following main points were discussed;
The Acting-Chair of Clarendon & Ellen RA had resigned, with Jane White (new BHCC CPO for the area) supporting the transition.

CLAT Local Priorities: (confirmed from Minutes circulated 1/4/10)
1. To increase awareness of the new dog fouling legislation.

2. To reduce cycle thefts by promoting bike locking and awareness of bike coding. To work with local bike shops to improve awareness.

3. To encourage sustainable planting throughout the local residential community by holding a community event in conjunction with Harvest Brighton.

Ted Kemble has written to residents for feedback on the storage container proposed for Stoneham Park. He hoped to collate and interpret the responses by the end of March.
Brian Oxley will be speaking at the hearing about the proposed loading bay for Sainsbury’s on Portland Road. He had been concerned about the state of Aldrington Halt station and had organised a site visit with Network Rail. Pruning and tidying is going to be carried out. A meeting is being organised with residents and, hopefully, the owners of the Sackville Hotel site to see if anything can be done about it.

Ayas Fallon-Khan reported that the Goldsmith LAT had found funding to install signage and traffic calming in the Upper Drive and Old Shoreham Road. Tesco’s application to remove the residential parking bays in Denmark Villas had been quashed. The Council is currently doing work around supermarkets and what they are doing to manage the environment.

Mark Drayton was attending a meeting to discuss setting up a residents group at 50-52 Church Road (Breezes). There was also a residents group at the Coastal development. He would invite representatives to attend the Forum. There was no further update on the Gala site but Mark reported that the number of objections was substantially lower than previously.

Ron Gurney was concerned about the increasing number of units at Ingram Crescent which were being bought by investors who were letting to anyone, not necessarily the demographic originally aimed for by the Council. There would soon be more leaseholders than tenants and they were interested only in money and as a result he felt the area was deteriorating. Jane White suggested that he should report any problems to the Housing Office. Jane White pointed out no-one has the power to specify who can become leaseholders/tenants following the introduction of the ‘Choice-based Letting’ policy. Garry Peltzer Dunn pointed out that although the properties are not under the control of the Council, leaseholders do have a responsibility under the Leaseholders Act. He felt that it was too easy for the Council to abdicate responsibility in this area and that it should be looked into. Ted Kemble offered to arrange a meeting with Ron and Graham Page, the Manager. Martina Mindekova suggested that the Council should also look at their processes. Two families with an antisocial behaviour history have been housed successively in the same property. This is not fair on the neighbours. This will also be raised with Graham Page. David asked to be sent information on the ‘Choice-based Letting’ policy. 

Following on from this discussion Becky Wilkinson stressed the importance of reporting all issues of antisocial behaviour, drug use, drug dealing, etc, with as much information as possible on times, frequency, descriptions. Even if only a suspicion it is vital to pass the information on using either the report card or 0845 60 70 999. The reporting cards have been commended and will be distributed to local residents. It was noted that there is no drug and alcohol outreach support in the area.

Michelle Hayter reported that they had changed the Salvation Army children’s programme and were looking to start a music instruction club instead of the after-school club. She made a plea for information on funding sources and musical instruments.

Jane White works with Residents Associations in the central area including Clarendon. She is happy to liaise on housing issues.

Kevin Moore reported that due to an administrative error there is now no money available for Stoneham Park under ‘My Play Space’ scheme. David and Kevin will follow up alternative sources of funding, including possible 106 monies.

Martin Lawrence was pleased that lights had been installed at one of the zebra crossings on Portland Road but wondered why not at the other one. During the snow the pavements in Portland Road had been the last to be gritted. Brian offered to forward a link to the ‘Snow Scrutiny’ report which is expected shortly.

Georgina Basset reported that the Basic IT course at the Vallance Centre had just been completed and that an ESOL course was now running. She was also investigating the possibility of running courses upstairs at the Talkshop.

Sam Warren is the City Neighbourhood Co-ordinator and part of her role is to monitor work that the Forum does. She offered to help with the ‘My Play Space’ issue with SPARKS/Stoneham Park. She visits each area approximately once a year. She had found that other communities had also reported issues to do with the snow and asked about ways of responding at community level. This needs to be a planned and co-ordinated response.

Stephen Terry was able to report that the Aldrington parishes had finally been united into one.

5.
Police Report
Martina Mindekova had met with David Allen about Neighbourhood Watch and planned a meeting with all the co-ordinators for 23rd April, venue to be confirmed. David will also be attending. However, Martina had had only one reply from 71 letters. Ron had not received a letter but is a co-ordinator. Martina will update her database with telephone calls when she has time.

There had been two issues in parks over the weekend. A break-in had been reported at Stoneham Park café but this turned out not to be true when the police arrived to investigate. On the Friday 15 youths had been reported causing criminal damage but again when the police turned up they found nothing.

Martina had liaised with Becky Wilkinson and Brian Cox at the Stoneham Park surgery, talking to parents and children to identify any problems.

Days of Action in Wish and Westbourne are carried out every 9 weeks but not advertised for obvious reasons.

The surgery held at Tesco’s on Boundary Road had been very successful and information on drugs had been received.

SID had been used on New Church Road, the average speed detected was 24 -26mph. Anyone can use Operation Crackdown to report speeding or other issues.
A high visibility patrol around Wish had been very successful.

Nick Packham reported similar activities in Westbourne. The speed enforcement van had caught 12 people speeding on 16 March and had received 7 reports of antisocial driving, mostly between 3 and 9pm.

Automatic number-plate recognition had also been in place and some kidnappers had been caught.

The high visibility patrol had targeted known hot-spots and had also been very successful.

A premises closure order for antisocial behaviour had been carried out in Sheridan Terrace but this had taken 6 months to effect.

Becky Wilkinson has contacted youth services about young people in Stoneham Park. She had attended a substance awareness session there and had talked with lots of people and distributed referral forms. She had also spoken to residents in the park and received very positive feedback. She had distributed the report cards explaining that it was important to know what issues there were and as much information as possible about them. She had also let them know about Operation Park and that there were dedicated officers every Friday and Saturday night.
6.
Neighbourhood Policing Priorities
The three priorities were agreed as: Neighbourhood Watch, substance misuse in parks and cycle theft (Nick will communicate back to the Forum with the SMART targets). Cycle thefts are often reported from Clarendon because people have to leave bikes outside chained to railings. Nick will co-ordinate with the Clarendon LAT PCSO’s on this priority.

Residents reported a new increase in dog-fouling issues in the Poets Corner area.
Nick had carried out a day of action on dog fouling in Hangleton with the Animal Welfare Officer (AWO) but the PCSO’s have no power on this issue so it cannot be a priority. David would invite Sue Watson (AWO) to the next Forum.
7.
Confirmation of Neighbourhood Priorities
David had distributed the summary of issues identified as Neighbourhood Priorities at the last meeting, and asked everyone to indicate their chosen priorities on the documents he provided. He will collate and circulate the results.

8.
Any Other Business
8.1
Parking. Doug Hayter reported that the parking opposite the Salvation Army was for residents on one side and metered on the other. People who attended their luncheon club were unable to park and therefore had to drive to the Co-op and get a bus from there. However, the residents’ parking is empty during the day. A traffic regulation order would be needed to change this - Brian offered to look into it and report back. A Council review of parking in the South Area is going to take place in the Spring. Problems have been reported in Westbourne, particularly around the Churches and there was concern about inconsistent policies. Brian will circulate dates when known. In response to a question it was confirmed that double yellow lines do also preclude parking on pavements because this is an obstruction and not allowed at all.

9.
Next meeting

The next meeting will take place at 10am on Monday 10th May 2010, Holy Cross Church (entrance in Montgomery St.)
Future Forum Meeting Dates

10th May 2010/12th July 2010/13th September 2010/15th November 2010/24th January 2011/21st March 2011

