 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Portland Road & Clarendon Forum

25th January 2010, 10am

Hove Methodist Church, Portland Road

Present

David Allen


The Trust for Developing Communities

Don Brown


PCCS

Jim Buttimer


Older Peoples Council

Kate Byrne


West Hove News

Mark Drayton

Affinity Sutton

Kaye Duerdoth

The Trust for Developing Communities

Cllr Ayas Fallon-Khan 
BHCC

Hannah Fuller

Hove YMCA

Ron Gurney


Ingram Crescent Neighbourhood Watch

Michelle Hayter

Salvation Army

Rachelle Howard

SPIN

Chris Kavanagh

Hove Naturally

Julian Milson


Holy Cross Church

PCSO Martina Mindekova
Sussex Police

Kevin Moore


SPARKS
Cllr Brian Oxley

BHCC

PCSO Nick Packham 
Sussex Police

Jill Brookes


Minutes Secretary

1.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Peter Arnott–Job, Les Batchelor, Cllr Denise Cobb, Cllr Melanie Davis, Cllr Garry Peltzer Dunn, Gerald Flanagan, Jo Gurr, Ann Kavanagh, Cllr Ted Kemble, Martin Lawrence, Pat Miles, Cllr Alex Phillips, Caroline Price, Anita Ransley, Teresa Rawlings, Rev. Stephen Terry, Siarrad Townley

2.
Minutes of the last meetings

2.1
September meeting

Revised wording for Item 4 on Gala Bingo was approved as follows:

Kath Kane informed the group that the Downland Housing plans for the site had been turned down on appeal. The hearing had been held at the Town Hall on 1st and 2nd July and had been very thorough and fair. The Inspector had visited the site and local residents affected by the proposed development had reported back on 30th July.  Downland Housing were disappointed but the report did clarify the issues and what they would need to provide in order for the scheme to satisfy planning requirements. Downland are now considering the proposed amendments, they have a meeting arranged with the planning officer and then hope to submit a new planning application soon after. The new plans will be brought to a future meeting of the Forum for information.
In answer to questions Kath replied that they still planned to include a doctors’ surgery and that parking was not one of the issues raised by either the planning inspector or the planning authority. Several members were concerned that the final plans appeared to have dropped the Section 106 benefits which had been discussed in the Forum and had been included in earlier proposals. 

Kath emphasised that she is not an expert in planning but she understood the position to be as follows:

Whilst Local Authorities can request commuted sums they must also demonstrate that the impact of a development needs mitigating. Once this has been established a scheme of work should be proposed for which the commuted sum is required.

Although some of this information was not initially available the Inspector did facilitate discussions at the appeal hearing to agree specific works and commuted sums.

Jim Buttimer felt that the Inspector’s report was bad news for older people as it stated that the issue of replacing a public amenity was not relevant. He asked if any public amenity would be included in the new plans. Kath said that Downland would study the report and respond to the issues raised in it. Copies of the appeal decision may be available on Brighton and Hove’s website but David will distribute a copy of the ‘Inspectors Decision’ to Forum members once received from Kath Kane.

2.2
November meeting

The minutes were approved.

3.
Matters Arising from November meeting

3.1
Litter signs in Wish and Stoneham Parks
David Allen will ask Ted Kemble if there has been any progress on this issue.

3.2
Support for Mums and Carers
David will ask Marion Silsby for a progress report at the next meeting.

3.3
Healthy Neighbourhoods Fund
£400 remained unallocated. David will follow up on some ideas around mental health workshops and report back.

4.
Update on Sainsburys

Brian Oxley reported on 4 areas of action.

Licensing. A hearing on 11thJanuary had agreed the license on condition that Sainsburys actively promoted the age challenge policy due to the problems of antisocial behaviour in the area. It had also been suggested that Sainsburys should put signs on shelves to warn customers that proxy purchase of alcohol is a criminal offence.

Complaints about the building work.  Complaints had been received about early morning use of a noisy generator. Brian had written to Sainsburys to ask them to re-schedule their work.

Planning Application for lighting and an ATM. This would only go to committee if more than 5 people raised an objection.

Loading Bay. Brian was trying to find out when this was going to the Council Cabinet meeting for decision. It was likely to be in Spring but Sainsburys were hoping to open on 26th February. Brian is aware of the concern of local residents and is actively pursuing this issue. He will be meeting with Council officers about a range of Portland Road traffic issues and will raise it with them.  Brian also offered to ask the Council if loading times could be restricted to a shorter period than the usual 8am - 6pm. 

There is also ongoing concern about the effects the opening of Sainsburys will have on local traders. People do not want to lose the individual service they get from them. There is also a positive multi-cultural aspect. Kate Byrne asked Brian to write a piece for West Hove News to update on developments and to promote positive news about local traders. 

5.
Future Forum Meeting Dates

These were agreed as:

22nd March 2010

10th May 2010

12th July 2010

13th September 2010

15th November 2010

24th January 2011

21st March 2011

6.
Neighbourhood Priorities 2010 - 2012

David explained that the current Neighbourhood Action Plan (NAP) comes to an end at the end of March. Although there is no official need, nor funding, to produce another one it does act as a useful ongoing exercise for the Forum and its Service Providers. David had selected a number of areas for discussion:

$ 
Improving health and wellbeing

$ 
Promoting enterprise and learning

$ 
Promoting resource efficiency and enhancing the environment

$ 
Improving housing and housing affordability

$ 
Promoting sustainable transport

$ 
Providing quality services

$ 
Reducing crime and improving safety

$ 
Community assets

$ 
Strengthening communities and involving people

$ 
The successes delivered by the NAP 2007-2010

David will pull together the results of the discussions and circulate them to encourage wider feedback from Forum members not present. The results will be discussed and prioritised for action at the March meeting. He suggested that when the exercise has been completed the Forum should feed back on progress at each meeting so that it is kept as a rolling action plan. However, David also pointed out that TDC could not take responsibility for implementing the plan and that there was no neighbourhood funding available this time around.

7.
Police Report

Nick Packham circulated the crime figures for Westbourne and Wish wards.

Two people had been detained for suspected sexual offences and no further offences had been reported. Two warrants had been implemented as a result of information received from the general public. Both had been very successful, one was still under investigation. Three antisocial behaviour cases are currently being worked on. In answer to questions about the increase in the numbers of assaults Nick agreed to look into this and report back.

The police are keen to encourage people to report their concerns. Becky Wilkinson (CAD) had worked with the PCSOs handing out contact cards/leaflets to residents. These had been very well received. Some of the leaflets had also been left at the Talkshop. The police were asked to bring some of the leaflets to the next meeting. It was also suggested that they could be included in school bags, and Kate Byrne asked if it was possible to reproduce the leaflet in West Hove News. She was also advised to use the police internet blogs which are updated monthly as a source of further information. David agreed to contact Becky to see if it was possible to have the leaflet as a pdf so that it can be emailed round to the Forum.

The next day of action will be on 29th January from 10am - 1pm. Dates and venues of surgeries need to be publicised more widely and well in advance to encourage people to come along.

There had been problems with cannabis smoking in Stoneham Park at the end of the year. There is also always a problem in the early Spring which can be pre-empted if the PCSOs patrol regularly.

Isolated problems were consequently reported with drug use in Davis & Wish Parks, particularly in after-school hours. Education is needed from Hove YMCA, enforcement from the PCSOs and support from parents.

There is still a very low response to emails about Neighbourhood Watch. Martina Mindekova had met with the Marmion Road Neighbourhood Watch representative but was only able to supply leaflets because of costs. The police can only support schemes they are not able to run them.

8.
Neighbourhood Policing Priorities

Nick tabled a report on how to decide neighbourhood policing priorities.  Local priorities need to be set at each Forum meeting so that everyone can work together on them. Although the police are accountable for what the priority is and what is done about it no agency is solely responsible. Priorities should not last longer than 3 months and should fit into the SMART acronym: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time Based. 
The two priorities were agreed as;
Priority1

Cannabis smoking in Stoneham Park, Davis Park and Wish Park. This occurs after school hours.


Priority2
The process of communication between the Police, Neighbourhood Watch and the local community needs to be reviewed.

It was agreed that Neighbourhood Policing Priorities should have more time allocated at the next meeting and should be placed earlier on the agenda.

10.
Any Other Business
10.1
Free English classes. These are being held at the Vallance Centre for people whose first language is not English.

10.2
Panto Galactica. Supported by Healthy Neighbourhood Funding at Benfield School 29th - 31st January.

10.3
Gala Bingo. Affinity Sutton have consulted on the new plans and have acted on all the recommendations of the Planning Inspector.

10.4
Decon site. There is no further news. They have until the end of December on the current application

11.
Next meeting

The next meeting will take place on Monday 22nd March 2010, 10am at The Salvation Army, Conway St., Hove, BN3 3LA at 10 am.

