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Pat Miles

David noted with great sadness that Pat Miles had passed away and praised her commitment to the Forum. Ron Gurney also paid tribute to her dedication and determination. He had worked with her for over 10 years and she would be sadly missed. She had been a marvellous colleague, knowledgeable and genuine, who worked tirelessly for the community. Cllr Peltzer-Dunn also paid tribute to Pat and her ability to influence his work as Councillor.
1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllr Denise Cobb, Mark Drayton, Cllr Ayas Fallon-Khan, Insp Jason Hazzard, Christine Kavanagh, Martin Lawrence, Pat Liddell, Kevin Moore, Cllr Brian Oxley, Karl Quentel and Jane White. 
2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Under Item 7 - Police Report - it was noted that the surgery had been held at Tesco on Station Road, not at Sainsburys. With this amendment the minutes were approved.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING

3.1
Container storage in Stoneham Park
The container had been installed. Both David and Gerald Flanagan had spoken with the objector who was now happier with the situation. Landscaping will be used to screen the container.

3.2
Choice-based lettings
Ron Gurney was still waiting for confirmation in writing of the agreement reached with Graham Page. Jane White and Myfan Jordan will report back on this issue to the next meeting.

3.3
Snow Report

The provisional snow report had been released and David would circulate.

3.4
Re-marking Zebra crossings on Portland Road
This was being looked into but was dependent on money being available.

3.5
Stoneham Park
Garry Peltzer Dunn had not received the written list of outstanding work from SPARKS. David will follow this up.

3.6
Section 106 training
David notified members that there would be two sessions offered about the Section 106 process: what it is, how it operates and how to get involved. They will be held in the morning of 26th July and the evening of the 28th. He asked anyone interested in attending to contact him.

4.
UPDATE ON STONEHAM AND WISH PARKS

Councillor Ted Kemble reported that the damaged equipment in Stoneham Park was, like all others in the city, not insured. £30k had so far been identified from S106 monies (associated with Coastal Place [ex-Nuffield] development) being split between the two local parks for like-for-like replacement (should that be identified as a preference from the current consultation being delivered by SPARKS and Parks Team - cost about £15,000) and other improvement works. David passed to the Councillors a petition from local residents expressing concern about the timescale for the work. This would be presented to Council on Thursday. Don Brown said that the petition had been a way to channel people’s feelings of upset and dismay. He hoped that it would be possible to report some positive news in the November issue of West Hove News. It was also reported that someone had had a barbecue in the children’s area in Stoneham Park. This should not be allowed so signs were requested again.

5.
ROUND ROBIN
Melanie Davis reported that Emma Adams, who had provided administrative back-up to the Clarendon and Goldsmid LATs was not going to be replaced. At the moment the LATs are not meeting but she hoped that would be resolved by September. Inspector Hazzard was in favour of merging the two.

Jill Brookes had attended the Community Safety Forum which had discussed the following:

$ 
Minimum standards for dealing with antisocial behaviour will be launched later in the year.

$ 
16 Street Pastors have been commissioned and are now working out on the streets on Fridays and Saturdays.

$ 
The next meeting of LAT Chairs will be held on 16th July and will have presentations from the Licensing Chief, from Trading Standards focusing on loan sharks, and one on community payback.

$ 
The Police are reviewing their policy on who holds responsibility for getting back to callers.

$ 
Crime trends will continue to be monitored even though some of the targets have been removed. The Police are looking at options in the light of the cuts. They want to protect front-line policing as far as possible and said that neighbourhood policing and local issues were ‘cherished’. The Local Policing Plan for this year still stands and LATs will continue to set the local policing priorities for their neighbourhoods.

$ 
A presentation was given on the Playbuilder programme. 11 of 22 playgrounds have been completed so far but the money is no longer ringfenced.

$ 
The Police gave presentations on dealing with serious violent crime and on reducing re-offending by prolific offenders.

$ 
There was also a presentation on fire risk assessment and safety measures in high rise blocks. There were 151 dwelling fires in East Sussex between 1 April and end June, 44 in purpose built flats. New recommendations are under consideration at the moment.

Jill announced she will be standing down from The Portland Road and Clarendon Forum and from the Community Safety Forum for family reasons. Melanie Davis and Stephen Terry also attend the Community Safety Forum so they can stand in for the time being though anyone interested in volunteering to take Jill’s position should contact David for further details.

6.
POLICE UPDATE
There had been a significant rise in the number of burglaries and in theft of mopeds. Bike theft had also increased. Martina Mindekova reported that the Police will be concentrating on the burglaries on the day of action scheduled for next Thursday and at the Stoneham Park surgery on 20th July.  Leaflets and advice will be available.

One person has been arrested in relation to the drug problems in Aldrington Tunnel and searches have been made. Plain clothes police are patrolling and trying to get more information. No further information had been received from residents. 

There will be a second meeting for Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators at 6.30pm on Thursday 2nd September. 

Nick Packham and Dianna Harman will be cycling from Lands End to the Palace Pier to raise money for Stoneham Park.

It was noted that the crime figures are now less detailed with less local breakdown. The figures are provided by the National Policing Improvement Authority (www.maps.police.uk/view/sussex/) and are standardised nationwide. However, there was concern about the lack of detail and it was agreed that David should raise the issue at the meeting of LAT Chairs.

7.
LOCAL POLICING PRIORITIES
It was agreed to keep Neighbourhood Watch in Wish and Westbourne as one of the policing priorities. No others were agreed as Police action on burglaries was well in hand and cycle thefts had been previously prioritised though deserving ongoing monitoring.

8.
MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR ADDRESSING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
Patricia Harrill, BHCC Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Caseworker, explained that the Community Safety Partnership had agreed that all agencies should abide by minimum standards. Their aim is to reduce anti-social behaviour and the perception of anti-social behaviour, to increase public confidence in reporting, to ensure that people feel supported when they do report, and to undertake assessments of the vulnerability of victims.

Many of the standards have been in place for some time, but they should all be in place by September in time for the launch. As part of the standards Patricia’s team will attend and report to the LATs, Housing, Sussex Police. The RSLs have also agreed to the standards and will be working in partnership with the ASB team. Patricia also hoped that signing up to the standards would help to improve consistency between agencies.

9.
TACKLING HATE INCIDENTS

Nahida Shaikh is the Community Safety Manager with the Partnership Community Safety Team (PCST). This is a multi-agency team and includes police civilian staff. A hate incident is defined as any incident where someone is targeted because of a particular characteristic, i.e. it is caused by the prejudice of the perpetrator. Hate incidents do not only happen to minority communities but can also happen to carers, relatives or other contacts. 

The PCST offers opportunities for reporting - the hate incident reporting form can be used by any organisation to record the incident and then returned to the PCST. The first level of support is from the reporting organisation, the second tier is from the Partnership Community Safety Team. With the consent of the victim a caseworker is then allocated.

The PCST manages the central database for the city. Monitoring allows them to understand what’s happening to whom and where and directs their future work.

All information and the forms are on the website: http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/index.cfm?request=c1106681
10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1
Local and National Election Voting slips

A request for coloured coded voting slips was felt to be impractical.

10.2
Empty flat in Jordan Court

Ron reported that there was a flat in Jordan Court which had not been lived in by the owner for over 8 years. It is reported to be paid for by benefits and the owner only visits to collect post. Myfan Jordan offered to look into this.

10.3
Changes for the Forum

David pointed out that under the Terms of Reference (circulated by email prior to the meeting) the chairing of the Forum was only meant to be facilitated temporarily by the Trust for Developing Communities (TDC). Although David will continue to support the Forum in the long-term, TDC does want to encourage the Forum to move towards independence, in line with other forums and LATs across the city. David asked members to give consideration to how these changes might be made including reviewing the Terms of reference, appointing a new chair etc. There was also the issue of the area covered by the Forum which was raised at the last meeting. David will prepare a briefing paper for circulation prior to the next meeting and include this issue on the agenda for the next meeting.

11. 
‘NEIGHBOURHOOD PRIORITIES PLAN’ DISCUSSION GROUPS

It was agreed that due to time constraints this item was not fully possible so members were invited to contribute their thoughts informally after the meeting, and the suggestions made were added to the flip-charts provided. David agreed to look at providing an early opportunity for the exercise to be completed.  
11.
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on Monday 13th September 2010, 10am at Hove Methodist Church, Portland Rd.
Future Forum Meeting Dates

15th November 2010

24th January 2011

21st March 2011
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