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10th May 2010, 10am

Holy Cross Church, Tamworth Road, Hove

Present
David Allen


Trust for Developing Communities

Les Batchelor


Ingram Crescent Residents Association
Don Brown


PCCS

Cllr Melanie Davis

BHCC

Mark Drayton


Affinity Sutton/Downland Housing
Cllr Garry Peltzer Dunn
BHCC

Ron Gurney


Ingram Crescent Neighbourhood Watch

Patricia Harrill


BHCC Community Safety/ASB Team

Sarah Howard


SPARKS
Myfan Jordan


BHCC Victoria Rd. Housing Office
Cllr Ted Kemble

BHCC

PCSO Martina Mindekova
Sussex Police

Julian Milson


Holy Cross Church

Kevin Moore


SPARKS
Martina O’Leary

Conway Court Children’s Centre
Cllr Brian Oxley

BHCC

Linda Preston


Cowper St. Neighbourhood Watch

Rev. Stephen Terry

Aldrington Parishes

Peter Towner


Mansfield Road Neighbourhood Watch

Kirsty Walker


Trust for Developing Communities

Sue Watson


BHCC Animal Welfare Officer
Jane White


BHCC Lavender Street Housing Office
Becky Wilkinson

BHCC Communities Against Drugs

Jill Brookes


Minutes secretary

1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Georgina Basset, Jim Buttimer, Cllr Denise Cobb, Cllr Ayas Fallon-Khan, Gerald Flanagan, Chris Kavanagh, Pat Miles, Marion Miller, PCSO Nick Packham and Marion Silsby.

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

2.1
Accuracy

Under Item 5 - Police Report - it was noted that Martina had met with Ben Cox, not Brian Cox. With this amendment the minutes were approved.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING

3.1
Litter signs have now been erected in Wish and Stoneham Parks
3.2
Support for Mums and Carers
The creche supported by the Healthy Neighbourhoods Fund had been very successful.

3.3
Container storage in Stoneham Park
Ted Kemble had written to residents about storage for the Council Parks team. He had received 4 responses and only 1 objection. The container will be installed shortly.

3.4
Fire in Stoneham Park
Equipment in the park had been set alight over the weekend, ruining the slide and tunnels. Ted offered to find out if they were covered by insurance. Fire accelerant had been used suggesting this was an actual arson attack which may be linked to an arson attack at the Infants school.  Although people were willing to fundraise it would take time to replace the equipment.

3.5
Choice-based lettings policy
Jane White reported that a new review group had been set up to review the whole lettings policy. 8 residents had been elected to the group. David Allen is in touch with the west-based residents. Ron Gurney and Ted Kemble had talked to Graham Page about two issues. The first concerned long-term residents who had become immobile and wished to move to the ground floor at Ingram. It had been agreed that they would be added to the waiting list. Jane will also ensure that this is fed back to the review.  The second issue concerned mobility scooters - the fire brigade are concerned that they can block entrances. There is a separate review being carried out on this. 

3.6
Salvation Army funding for musical instruments
Doug and Michelle Hayter are still looking for funding.

3.7
Snow report
This had not yet been published. Brian will find out when it is due.

3.8
Parking opposite Salvation Army
Brian reported that it would be possible to change the regulation to joint use which would enable daytime visitors to park.

4.
ANIMAL WELFARE

Sue Watson reported that there has always been a problem with dog fouling in the Poets Corner area although it is less of an issue when the clocks change and it is lighter in the evenings. Unfortunately Stoneham Park is the only park in the area and dogs are not allowed. PCSOs have no powers to do anything about dog-fouling. Sue now has a new information leaflet telling people what they need to do to report an incident. It is essential to give as much information as possible and also to be aware that if the offender refuses to pay the fixed penalty then the person reporting will have to go to court. To date only 3 tickets have been issued, all have been paid so no cases have gone to court. Sue pointed out that there are only 4.5 officers covering the whole of the city and that this is only one of their duties. They work closely with the PCSOs but it is difficult to identify offenders. If they refuse to give information the wardens have no enforcing powers.  The wardens have some signs but they are only allowed to put these on Council furniture, although residents can display them on their property . Melanie Davis said that there were some signs in the Clarendon area but that they were too small. Details will be put into West Hove News.

5.
UPDATE ON BREEZES SECTION 106 MONIES AND GALA BINGO
Mark Drayton reported that £115,000 had been allocated under Section 106 for the Breezes development. This had been put towards education, sustainable transport and public art which included the gates and a mural. There had been 13 replies to a survey about a residents group at Breezes, all positive. There was already an active residents group at Coastal but they were currently focused on snagging issues and an anti-social behaviour issue.

Following the rejection of the application Mark was unable to report on the Gala Bingo development as Affinity Sutton were taking legal advice.

No information had been received on the proposals from Marmion Road residents as they had no contact with the Forum. However, David had met with the Chair of the Residents Association.

A consultation meeting on the whole Council planning process was scheduled for 8am on Tuesday 11th May.

David has been working with Sam Warren on the 106 process and will report back with details of presentations/training sessions.

6.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Martina Mindekova reported that a meeting had been held on 23rd April for neighbourhood watch co-ordinators. 7 co-ordinators and David Allen had attended. Those who did attend found Nick and Martina’s presentation useful and interesting and another meeting had been scheduled for the evening of 18th May for people unable to attend during the day. The aim was to have a meeting every 3 months. David would like to see co-ordinators attending Forum meetings and feeding information into the policing priorities. The PCSOs have an information pack for residents who want to set up a watch in their area.

7.
POLICE REPORT
Martina apologised for not providing crime figures but Emma Adams, who produced the figures, had left and no-one else yet had the capacity to produce them. Figures when available are put on the website although these are only updated every 3 months. There were no plans to replace Emma who had also been secretary to 4 LATs. Melanie would contact Jason Hazzard about this.

Concerning the policing priorities: an action day on cycle thefts was scheduled for 11th May and a decoy bike somewhere in Wish/Westbourne would be monitored. PCSOs were also distributing leaflets to encourage people to record the colour, make, frame no. etc of their bikes. A surgery at Sainsburys on Boundary Road would also provide an opportunity to remind people about cycling on pavements etc. Martina and Becky Wilkinson had worked together on drug use/drug dealing, distributing leaflets and report cards. No responses had been received. However, Kevin Moore knew of two incidents of drug dealing, one in a car by the park and the other by Aldrington tunnel. The police had only responded to one of these and that had been 3 hours after the report. Martina knew nothing about these but would look into it to find out what had happened and report back to the Forum and to residents. It was reported that this was an ongoing problem in Aldrington tunnel. Becky and Martina both emphasised the importance of reporting all incidents and giving as much information as possible.

8.
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING PRIORITIES
The three previous priorities had been: Neighbourhood Watch, substance misuse in parks and cycle theft. Neighbourhood Watch and cycle theft were still being addressed, the third priority was agreed as drug dealing in the Aldrington tunnel.

Mark Drayton questioned the wisdom of addressing the priorities every two months as this did not give sufficient time to produce results and took up valuable time in meetings to no useful effect. David emphasised that setting ‘rolling’ priorities was a police need from LAT’s across the city. He also anticipated that increased Forum representation by Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators would help improve the quality and relevance of feedback for prioritising purposes. 
9.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PRIORITIES PLAN

Martina O’Leary was surprised that ‘improving parenting and parents confidence’ was included in the priorities. There is already universal coverage in outreach and targeted services for every child under 5. All parents get an activity diary and a named Health Visitor at birth. David confirmed that this type of Service Provider information would feed-in to the detailed work the Forum would do around each identified priority.
Concern was expressed that the Trust for Developing Communities was not funded to produce or implement a neighbourhood plan and that it was not therefore one of David’s responsibilities. This work had previously been funded by the Council. David felt that the plan would be useful in giving the Forum areas to focus on and was hopeful that the Forum would turn to the lead agencies for each area to implement and help monitor progress.

David suggested that the group should look at each theme in turn at subsequent meetings, starting with Crime and Safety in July. He will circulate the plan with dates.

There was some discussion on the geographical area covered by the Forum. Originally it had excluded New Church Road and the seafront but had expanded when issues had been raised from these areas. The question of whether it should be formally expanded will be added to proposed work on the Forum’s ‘Terms of Reference’ which need reviewing.
10.
HEALTHY NEIGHBOURHOOD FUND CELEBRATION EVENT
David had contacted the projects to suggest that the event should be held at the ‘Olde England Day’ in Stoneham Park.

11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1
Portland Road

Don had received comments about the worn zebra crossings, especially those by Ingram Crescent. There was also a problem with visibility around the belisha-beacons. Ron Gurney suggested that a short stretch of double yellow lines to prevent parking would enable pedestrians to see clearly to cross the road. Brian Oxley had received a complaint about the speed with which pelican crossings change back. He had made a site visit with the resident and had raised this with the authority but been told that nothing could be done. He would follow this up.

11.2
PCCS Festival

There would be 6 major events this year including, over 3 consecutive Saturdays in July, the ‘Music & Family Fun Day’, ‘Community’s Got Talent’ (an opportunity for local groups and traders to promote themselves), and ‘The PoCo LoCo Food and Dance Extravaganza’.

11.3
Sainsburys loading bay

Brian Oxley had met with 2 local traders, a resident and 4 representatives from Sainsburys (3 from London and 1 local) to discuss the loading bay. He was hopeful that an acceptable compromise had been reached. The bay would not take up as many spaces as originally thought and it was also possible to keep to two periods per day for loading so that the rest of the time the bay would be available for free residents parking. Doubts were expressed about the viability of the arrangement and the difficulty of enforcement. A complaint from a resident who had been blocked in by a lorry had been taken up by Sainsburys and they were addressing it. 

11.4
Stoneham Park
Kevin Moore reported that volunteers were getting frustrated and angry about the number of promises from the Council that had not been fulfilled, e.g. no tree pruning for 3 years, which was now a health and safety issue, no watering so that volunteers were having to do it. Although this had been in minutes, and emails had been sent to the Parks Department nothing had happened. Garry Peltzer Dunn asked Kevin to give him full details in writing and he would take it up,

12.
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on Monday 12th July 2010 at the Salvation Army Hall            at 10 am.
Future Forum Meeting Dates

13th September 2010

15th November 2010

24th January 2011

21st March 2011
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