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Brighton & Hove Violence against Women and Girls 

Forum (VAWG) 

9th March 2017 

Hove Town Hall 

Part 1 - Provide strategy advice, Keeping up to date and Networking 

Item  Action 

1.  Welcome and Introductions 
GG welcomed members of the Forum. 
 
Minutes were agreed with the following comments: 

 JR to provide update on restorative justice as part of the 
Agency Round Table. 

 Support at Family Courts – JR has raised this at a pan-Sussex 
level and work is in progress to scope this and identify what 
actions the partner could take.  

 
All other actions were discharged. 

n/a 

2.  Provide strategy advice: Consultation on Community Safety 
and Crime Reduction Strategy and refresh of Violence against 
Women and Girls Strategy – James Rowlands (15 minutes) 
JR presented on the Community Safety Consultation. The current 
Community Safety and Crime Reduction Strategy is coming to an 
end and the Partnership is reviewing priorities for 2017-2020. JR 
discussed the partnership aims around domestic violence and 
abuse, sexual violence and violence against women and girls. 
 
JR said that an invitation to access the strategy and comment 
online through the council’s consultation portal had been included 
in the last e-news and encouraged members of the forum to 
respond – the deadline of March 12th.  

 

3.  Keeping up to date: Safeguarding Adults Board – Domestic 
Violence and Abuse Audit 
JR and SG presented on the Domestic Violence and Abuse Audit, 
commissioned by Safeguarding Adults Board. The audit examined 
how well various agencies responded to disclosures of domestic 
violence and abuse. SG described the work that is currently 
ongoing in Adult Social Care in relation to domestic violence and 
abuse.  
 
Next steps: 

 Action plan developed. 

 Re-audit scheduled for 2017-18. 
 
The professional briefing can be accessed at 
http://www.brightonandhovelscb.org.uk/safeguarding-adults-
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board/safeguarding-adults-board-who-we-are/quality-assurance/. 

4.  Networking: Agency Round Table 
Forum members provided information and updates regarding 
ongoing work: 

 Partnership Community Safety – provided restorative justice 
update. There is an ongoing conversation around whether 
restorative justice is appropriate for DVA and sexual violence. 
Restorative justice would only be suitable post-charge – it must 
not be thought of as an alternative to criminal justice. There are 
ongoing discussions about how RJ could be managed safely 
and effectively. A working group has been established, 
including representatives from RISE, Mankind and Survivors’ 
Network. A learning event has been scheduled, which will 
hopefully lead to recommendations. 

 Inspire – continues to work with women coming through 
criminal justice system. 

 Looking Forward – funding to continue and expand. Recruiting 
two new members of staff. 

 WiSE – continuing work with schools, running targeted 
programmes. Next week is national CSE (Child Sexual 
Exploitation) day. Funding for workers will end at end of March 
and so not currently taking any more referrals for girls. Referrals 
for boys to continue under different funding stream. 

 Survivors’ Network – new groups and workshops established 
(information available on website - 
http://www.survivorsnetwork.org.uk/), including post-trial 
therapeutic workshop, gardening group and psycho-educational 
workshops. 

 Sussex NHS foundation Trust MASH – continuing to improve 
joined-up working practices – better information sharing with 
frontline workers. 

 CAFCAS – struggling to find services for women who have 
experienced historical abuse in East Sussex. Suggestions from 
other Forum members welcomed. Updated on CLOCK projects 
– law students available to support litigants in person. CAFCAS 
have contact details available. 

 Victim Support – continues to support people at standard risk of 
DVA. 

 Youth Advice Centre – housing drop-in for homeless young 
people. Provide an advice and information service as well as 
short-term work around trauma. 

 RISE – LH introduced the RISE Big Lottery Women and Girls 
project. The project focuses on supporting survivors beyond 
crisis intervention. A longitudinal research project will track 
women’s experience through and beyond service use. 

 GG updated on new older people’s worker – now in post and 
funded for one year. 

 GG provided updates on recent VAWG victories: the Domestic 
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Violence Act; changes to Family Court practices regarding 
perpetrators and litigants in person; ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention; compulsory PHSE lessons and anonymous voting 
registration for DV Victims; changes to Legal Aid/ widening of 
evidence criteria. 

 

 

Part 2 - Sharing effective practice 

Item  Action 

1.  Working with Complex Cases – an update on work being 
delivered by Fulfilling Lives in Brighton & Hove and East 
Sussex – Fulfilling Lives Multiple and Complex Needs South 
East Project  
LB from Fulfilling Lives updated in work being delivered by Fulfilling 
Lives in Brighton and Hove and East Sussex. 
 
Fulfilling Lives in a national programme funded by the Big Lottery, 
with teams in Eastbourne, Hastings and Brighton. FL works with 
multiple complex needs, mental health, homelessness, substance 
misuse and offending, with a focus on dual diagnosis and women. 
The project is funded for eight years, and includes both frontline 
work and working with commissioners and providers around 
improving access to services. Aims to build up a legacy of 
improvements for people with multiple and complex needs. 
Workers help people to access services and stay engaged, 
facilitate partnership work, identify barriers to accessing and 
navigating services. 
 
LB encouraged feedback from other Forum members of client 
experiences of navigating services with multiples and complex 
needs.  
 
For more information contact lucy.basterra@sefulfillinglives.org.uk  
OR Claud.murray@sefulfillinglives.org.uk  

n/a 

2.  Trans*  people and experiences of Sexual Violence and Abuse 
– Learning from the Survivors’ Network Trans* Helpline, 
Survivors’ Network  
FB from Survivors’ Network presented on learning from the 
Survivors’ Network Trans Helpline. 
 
Survivors’ Network is a sexual violence specialist provider of a 
range of services. SN identified that trans people were not 
accessing SN’s services. A piece of research carried out in 2014 
identified that 91% thought that trans status would affect ability to 
access services. Trans survivors often feared lack of 
understanding and discrimination. 
 

 

mailto:lucy.basterra@sefulfillinglives.org.uk
mailto:Claud.murray@sefulfillinglives.org.uk


 

4 
 

Survivors’ Network put in a bid with LGBT Switchboard to provide a 
helpline for trans survivors. The service was designed specifically 
to affirm and meet the needs of trans survivors. It was 
commissioned as a one-year project, and delivered in partnership. 
The service is staffed by four trans survivor volunteers (three 
others currently in training). SN has also pulled together services 
for trans survivors which will be available online. They have 
received positive feedback on the importance of a service staffed 
by trans volunteers. Service users have also identified the needs 
for a specialist trans counselling service. 

3.  Working with diversity – The Portal offer to BME, LGB&T* and 
Male service users and updates about other RISE projects  
GG presented. Recognition of the specialist needs of LGBT, BME 
and heterosexual male survivors is central to The Portal service, 
which offers help, advice and support to people affected by 
domestic or sexual abuse or violence in Brighton & Hove or East 
Sussex and is provided by RISE, CGL and Survivors’ Network.  
 
Within The Portal: 

 RISE has a specialist BME worker  

 RISE also has an LGBT service, which works in partnership 
with the LGBT Switchboard. RISE have previously offered a 
GBT refuge and further funding has now been secured 

 A service for heterosexual men is provided by Luke Kendall, 
who is based at CGL in East Sussex. 

 
All referrals can be made through The Portal 
(www.theportal.org.uk).  

 

4.  Learning from multi-agency audit from the MARAC on working 
with LGB&T* cases – Partnership Community Safety 
JR from the Partnership Community Safety Team presented on 
learning from a recent multi agency audit of cases relating to LGB& 
T victim referred to the MARAC.  
 
Learning from this review will be circulated as part of the next 
MARAC professionals briefing, which will be included as an item in 
the next Domestic Violence, Sexual Violence and Harmful Practice 
e-news in April (to sign up click here).  
 
Other resources for the MARAC can be accessed at: 
www.safeinthecity.info/marac 

 

5.  Discussion of issues arising from the presentations – What 
Next? (15 minutes) 
GG noted a good level of service provision compared to rest of 
country in some areas (e.g. LGBT), and less good in others (e.g. 
BME). Issues of resources – how to meet the gap in specialist 
service provision. 

 
CG asked about a central resource to find out about all local 
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services. JR suggested Safe Space Sussex website 
(www.safespacesussex.org.uk). 

6.  Agreeing focus of next Forum 
 
JR suggested a future focus for the ‘part 2’ of the forum could be 
domestic homicide reviews. FB also proposed need to talk about 
housing, and especially the effects of upcoming changes to 
housing benefit. 
 
Action: Add Domestic Homicide Reviews / Housing and 
Homelessness to forward planner for part 2 (‘Sharing effective 
practice’) and liaise with LM and GG to agree  
 
Action: Bring an update in part 1 (‘Keeping up to date’) on the 
Big Lottery Women and Girls project to agenda for next VAWG 
Forum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JR 
 
 
 
GG 

7.  Close and Any Other Business: None  

8.  Next meeting: Thursday 8th June 2017 - Hove Town Hall, G91, 
9.30am – 12.30pm 
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