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• Lisa Peace – Senior Health Advisor ESHT 
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• Rebecca Rieley – Systems Change Lead, Fulfilling Lives Project SE 

• Richard Bates – DCI, Sussex police 

• Ruth Britsch – Brighton Women’s Centre  

• Tim Read – Exploitation Coordinator, BHCC 

• Wendy Sheehan - Ops Manager DA, Stonewater (Brighton Refuge)  

 

 

Meeting Notes 

 

 

Item Discussion Action 

Welcome and 
Introductions 
 

Jo welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Jo-Anne 
Welsh has moved on to a secondment at Public 
Health, so Jo as Vice-Chair of the VAWG Forum is 
stepping in as Chair.  
 
Jo introduced the Forum as a discussion space 
and place to share information re VAWG. 
 

 

Previous notes Notes from the last meeting are at VAWG Forum 
| Safe in the City 
 

 

http://www.safeinthecity.info/vawg-forum
http://www.safeinthecity.info/vawg-forum


No questions or issues raise regarding the notes 
from the last meeting. 
 
 

National VAWG 
Strategy  

Tackling violence against women and girls 
strategy - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Jo - The strategy was published in July 2021 after 
an evidence gathering process, so we now have a 
clearer view on a national level what government 
intensions are, some of which they have begun to 
carry out.  There are some policing-specific parts 
and there will be a national Police Lead on 
VAWG.   There is also a focus on transport. Also a 
heavier focus on sexual violence.  There is 
connectivity to the DA Bill and the VAWG also 
commits that there will be a DA Strategy. 
 
Richard – Policing currently sees lots of national 
and local strategies with overlap, they are looking 
at what the focus needs to be.  There are 
significant changes resulting from the DA Bill 
including oversight panels and DA Protection 
Orders.  Police focus is performance and quality 
of outcomes.  Still awaiting outcomes of bids and 
command teams are looking at how funding will 
be spent.  There is wider divisional work around 
safety in the night-time economy and making it a 
safer space. 
 
Jo – Virginity testing and hymenoplasty will be 
criminalised – this is a quick change resulting 
from lobbying 
 
Kit – these are very intrusive to girls.  It’s a 
complicated and hidden issue, sometime parents 
ask for virginity testing to be done. This issue will 
need more research and work.  Also need to look 
at information sharing and work with health 
visitors and schools to have these conversations.  
Kit will be looking at this. 
 
Richard – as with FGM it is difficult for Police to 
find out about, they rely on partner referrals.  
There will also be less longer-term physical 
evidence, this will be challenging 
 
Jo – Importance of person-centred support and 
recovery.  Need a cross-partnership response. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy


Rebecca – Fulfilling Lives are reading through the 
VAWG Strategy and will publish a blog on it from 
their perspective regarding women with complex 
needs. 
 
Lindsay – will be looking at connectivity re 
national strategy and local work we are 
developing.   
 

Rebecca to share 
blog post when 
written. 
 
 
 

Terms of 
Reference 

Jo opened the discussion on the ToR, suggesting 
we start the conversation now and then bring 
back an amended document to discuss at the 
next meeting.  Areas to consider are whether we 
might open the forum to grassroots groups, 
whether it needs to be a closed forum as in the 
current ToR, and how the group is supported as it 
currently says the Joint Unit which is changing, 
and how this Forum fits with wider and changing 
structures.  This Forum is not a decision-making 
body, it is a place for sharing information and 
safe space discussion re VAWG. 
 
Nicola – could this Forum look at the how the 
VAWG Strategy and DA Bill will impact our area 
and concerns re marginalized groups 
 
Lindsay – there will also be a Sussex-wide 
Partnership Board – not all CVS groups can be 
represented on that board due to numbers, need 
to consider how marginalized groups can be 
represented on the board, who this should be, 
links from this Forum to the Board. 
 
Jo suggested for Brighton and Hove that 
Community Works Reps may be the appropriate 
reps for the Board 
 
Emma – wants to understand who is doing what 
in the VAWG sector since commissioning changes 
so partners can signpost people to right place.  
CAB have an ASK programme and MAP also work 
on financial exploitation – want to make sure we 
are connecting with the rest of the sector. 
CAB also did post pandemic needs assessment re 
financial advice, which being used by council, 
might be a useful for this group to do a similar 
exercise to raise and feed in issues? 
 
Tim – good for this Forum to hear wider voices 
that don’t represented at wider Boards, and for 
those groups to hear updates.  Re grassroots 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



groups suggest we consider Anti-Harassment 
Club, community groups working with those with 
protected characteristics and working 
intersectionaly, groups working with young 
people 
 
Richard – there are a lot of meeting where 
statutory voices are heard, the value of this 
Forum is hearing wider voices. 
 
Rebecca – can this forum discuss where things 
aren’t working well and have a mechanism for 
this being fed back. 
 
Jo – We can also look at successes. 
We need to think about the Vice Chair role and 
elections for Chair.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All to send 
feedback on ToR 
to Jo and feedback 
on reps for the 
Board to Lindsay. 

OFSTED Rapid 
Review of 
Sexual Abuse in 
Schools and 
Colleges 

Review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Jo highlighted some key findings from the report 
– 90% of girls and 50% of boys had been sent 
explicit pictures/videos, 92% of girls and 74% of 
boys reported sexist name calling.  Many young 
people do not disclose their experiences as they 
believe they won’t be believed, are embarrassed, 
or think nothing will be done. 
Rise do receive some reports of peer-on-peer 
abuse. 
 
Kit – needs culture change, children’s views and 
decisions being respected (e.g. if don’t want to be 
photographed) , plus changes in the wider 
discourse about women and treating women as 
sexual objects.  Schools also need a trauma 
informed approach 
  
Jo – the current consent-based approach not 
working, a stronger approach needed.  Young 
people say the guidance they get in schools is too 
late and it isn’t helping.  BHCC is signed up to 
victim focus charter which has good practice so 
may be good to revisit that as a forum. 
 
Claudia will be looking at the Review and bring 
findings to the next meeting.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ofsted Review to 
be on the agenda 
for the next 
meeting 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges


Tim is involved in work with PSHE and those 
working on the ground, can link them into this 
meeting if useful 

 

MHCLG new 
burden plans as 
they relate to 
VAWG safe 
housing 

Agreed if anyone has any feedback to circulate 
after the meeting 

All to send any 
feedback re 
MHCLG new plans 
to Jo 

16 days of 
action 

16 Days of Action starts 25th November.  
Opportunity to think of what we can do as a 
Forum and share plans. 
 
Emma – if the Forum does activity CAB can share 
on social media 
 
Tim – suggested a pledge – could be signed by 
public figures to raise profile.  We can also 
elevate the work of grassroots groups e.g. anti-
harassment club, their messages ae powerful.  
Can include stats and a call to action for people 
to be to keep an eye out and report. 
 
Anne will set up a working group and link with 
Rose. 
 
Jo – important for comms teams across the 
statutory organisations to work together.  It 
would be good to include the NHS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anne to set up 
working group 

Agency updates Richard – Sussex Police work underway to extend 
perpetrator programme and stalking intervention 
– there will be two new offender managers for 
those with stalking behaviour 
 
Wendy – Refuge does have space for referrals – 
group work is restarting 
 
Gabrielle - Streetlight is working on a wellbeing 
course 
 
Claudia – Veritas are busy with new victim hubs 
in operation, getting people the support they 
need first time around and working with police 
closing info loops and barriers. Hybrid offer is 
under review with restarting of face to face.  Will 
share plans for 16 days when ready 
 
Khara – the Victims Support IDVA role has gone 
out to ad, and working with Switchboard on 
LGBTQ support, they have funding to set up an 
all-risk DA team. 

 



Michaela – Chance to Change programme is 
ending.  Current cohort of men are being seen 
through to end of programme.  There will be a 
plan to ensure that men referred to front door 
will be referred to other appropriate perpetrator 
programmes. 
 
Jo - Rise– have secured new funding – 
communities rising day on 29th sept will celebrate 
past 4 years of the communities project launch 
new communities project – embedding a 
strength-based needs led approach, all needs and 
adult women focused.  Rise 8k fun run is on 3rd 
Oct. 
 
Julie – BHCC safeguarding – virtual visits are 
ending, and CP conferences will be hybrid, 
parents and social worker in the room and other 
parties joining virtually 
 
Karen – BHCC Housing are back in the office to 
run the duty system. There is no drop in at 
customer service center at Barts, appointment 
only. Home visits are beginning for those who 
need them.  Currently busy and in need of 
recruiting staff.  Working with Stonewater re 
using temporary accommodation rather than 
emergency accommodation for families, this has 
had positive feedback. 
 
Tim - Scoping work how we support adults with 
complex needs where they don’t meet statutory 
thresholds, and work re children who are on a 
child in need plan and experiencing criminal harm 
and risk outside of the family. 
 
Jo - the Suicide Prevention Group is working to 
make connections around VAWG and preventing 
suicides (incl of male perps in this context). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


